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Dear Parents, 

 

My family 

I hope your child has really enjoyed their first morning in school. I have sent home a picture frame for you to 

put a family photo in and return to school for us to display in the classroom. These will be a great starting point 

for discussion and a lovely way for us all to get to know each other better.  

 

Timetable and topics 

Please see the attached topic web and timetable for further information about what we will be covering over 

the course of this term and which member of the team will be teaching the children each day. 

 

Show and Tell 

We encourage the children to develop their speaking and listening skills by showing the class things they have 

made at school as well as talking about personal experiences and family news. This term we would like to 

encourage the children to bring in items to add to our Autumn collection to talk about such as leaves, conkers, 

acorns etc.  

Start of day 

As the children get used to the daily routines please help to develop their independence by asking them to hang 

up their own coat and bring their water bottles into the classroom. Please arrive promptly between 8.30am and 

8.40am. Children arriving after 8.45am will be marked as late and after 8.50am will be marked as an 

‘unauthorised absence’. 

 

Home time 

At home time the Reception children collect their own belongings and line up in the classroom. We then walk the 

line out to the playground and call the children one at a time when we see a parent or guardian waiting to collect 

them. 

 

Book bags and backpacks  

Please send book bags in with your child every day as we use these for all communications. The 

children also need to bring a small back pack for their water bottles, spare clothes and for their 

jumpers when they take them off. 

 

Big Friends 

The Reception children have been paired with a Year 5 or 6 pupil from Eagles class who will be their Big Friend 

for the year. They will spend time with the Robins at break and lunch to show them the equipment available and 

to teach them some playground games as well as visiting the classroom to read with them. During the year they 

will also have special events together including Mini-Olympics, Big Friend Bake Off and a Teddy Bear’s Picnic. 

We will send home a photo of your child’s Big Friend so that you can get to know them too! 

 

Personal belongings  

Please make sure all items belonging to your child including drink bottles, lunch boxes (if used), book bags, 

wellies and clothing are clearly labelled. This will make it easier for them to find and identify their own things 

and for us to return any items that go astray. The school book bags have a flap to conceal the child’s name 

which makes it very time consuming to identify them so please put it on the OUTSIDE in LARGE letters. 
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Coats 

Please send your child with a waterproof coat EVERYDAY and show them how to do up 

zips/buttons independently. The reversible red school coats can be difficult to identify; we would 

really appreciate name labels positioned somewhere obvious such as at the neck, rather than inside 

the coat pockets. 

 

Little Wandle Phonics 

I will be introducing Little Wandle phonics during this half term and invite you to a short meeting to find out 

more about phonics as well as our home/ school reading scheme on Thursday 22nd September at 1pm in the 

classroom. The children will be outside having lunch play during this time and can be collected for home time 

when the meeting has finished. Please let me know if you are unable to attend and I will send further 

information home with your child. 

 

Barnaby Bear 

Barnaby Bear loves to travel and visit new places. He would very much like to spend a weekend with each of the 

children in turn to join in with family activities such as a trip to the park, to Grandma’s or simply playing in the 

garden. He has a scrapbook in which your child can add photos and then share with the class. Photos can be 

emailed to the office at the address above if you are unable to print them at home.  

 

Forest School 

From Friday 9th September the children will begin Forest School sessions. As we venture out in all weathers we 

ask that the children come to school dressed in appropriate clothing and will therefore not need their uniform 

on Fridays. We spend the morning at the Forest School site which is off Greenway Lane and return to school in 

time for lunch. Please see the attached letter for further information. 

 

P.E.  
The children will need to wear their P.E. kits on Mondays from 4th October. As you will have seen in your 

welcome pack this includes navy shorts, a red t-shirt, white or red socks and plimsolls. We try to get outside on 

the MUGA (multi-use games area) as much as possible so you may wish to put a pair of navy joggers and 

sweatshirt in your child’s backpack in case the weather is chilly. 

 

ClassDojo 

This is an online app which we use to award the children house points (also known as Dojo points) for positive 

behaviour and good work. The children will be assigned to one of the four houses: Langley (red), Sudeley 

(yellow), Cleeve (green) or Stanley (blue). The points are collected at the end of each week and we celebrate 

the winning house which you will see in the weekly newsletter. Parents can keep track of their child’s rewards 

and your child can change their avatar by following the login details on the letter attached.  

 

Contact 

If you have a general enquiry or wish to report an absence, then please phone or email the office, any messages 

pertinent to us will be passed on. If you intend to take your child out of school for a planned absence, please 

ask the office for an absence form.  

We will be having an open afternoon on 20th October after pick up, when you will be invited to look around the 

classroom and find out what the children have been busy doing followed by Parents’ Evenings on 1st and 3rd of 

November. Although we are not able to provide daily feedback to every parent in the same way as pre-school 

settings, we are more than happy to have a chat at the end of the day if you would like to talk about how your 

child is settling in or to answer any questions or concerns you may have. 

  

Please return all forms from your welcome pack ASAP via your child’s book bags if you have not already done so. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Netting, Mrs Lacey, Mrs Eliot and Miss Ilott 

The Early Years Team 


